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Need 


HEADQUARTERS 
tion is absolutely vital to the 
PPU. This kind of work is never 


organiza- 


spectacular; it is quite simply 
necessary. And it is unfair to the 
devoted people who carry it on 
that they should be incessantly 
worried by the problem of making 
ends meet. Its expenses have 
been cut to the bone. And, under 
the steadily developing scheme of 
Area Organization, there is good 
reason to hope that there will be 
a regular inconte to meet this 
necessary expenditure. 
But in the trying interval a de- 
cent cash balance is the prime 
urgent need. We must raise that 
£1,000. Send your contributions, 
Plainly marked ‘Headquarters 
Fund” to this address: Peace 
Benes Blackstock Road, London, 


Contributions so far received, || 
| 


£37 17s. 6d. ; 
The Editor. 


COMMENTARY : 
Edited by ‘“ OBSERVER ” 


Why There 
Is No “Wes 


WHAT is probably the greatest 

: battle of all history is now 
being decided in Russia, and Britain 
is powerless to affect the issue though 
it vitally concerns her. That is the 
substance of the situation. 

At the time of writing the first 
great push of the new German offens- 
Ive against Moscow is said to have 
slowed down, though we are not en- 
couraged by the military experts to 
regard this as more than a tempor- 
ary lull while a fresh onslaught is be- 
ing prepared. But the main danger 
apprehended by them is a further 
lightning advance by von Rundstedt, 
striking across as far as Astrakhan 
on the Caspian Sea and thus cutting 
off Russia completely from the Cau- 
casus. 

It seems quite impossible for anyone 
to form a solid judgment of the cap- 
acity of Russia for further resistance 
if Moscow should fall. The industrial 
capacities of Siberia are vastly differ- 
ent from what they were 20 years ago, 
But even so it is hardly conceivable 
that, if Russia should lose Leningrad 
and Moscow and be cut off from the 
Caucasus, she should continue to wage 
war effectively. 


No Help for Russia 


F we are to judge by the press, 4 
feeling of exasperation is growing 
apace in the country at the continued 
failure of Britain to do anything 
effective to divert the terrible ham- 
mer blows under which the Russian 
armies are reeling. 

_The News Chronicle (Oct. 10) was 
violent: it declared that the British 
people are “near to a mood of anger.” 
The Evening Standard (Oct. 10) en- 
dorsed this opinion: 

We believe that to be nothing more than 

a plain statement of fact. They are not 

convinced and they will need a Jot of con- 

vincing that we have used the last 34 months 
of opportunity to the best advantage. 

But who knows whether Britain | 
could have done anything effective to 
help Russia? The British public may | 
take a lot of convincing that Britain | 
could not have helped Russia. But 
possibly the reason why it will need 
a lot of convincing is that for the last 
eighteen months it has been grossly 
misled into overestimating British 
power. It has not been educated into | 


WHAT IS 
IMPLIED IN: 


Negotiation? 


At the last meeting of the National 


Council of the Peace Pledge Union 


John Middleton Murry, Maurice Rowntree, Roy Walker, and Dr. Herbert 


Gray contributed short papers putting 


different points of view on peace by 


negotiation, and the Chairman, Dr. Alex Wood, was asked to sum up. The 
subject was then discussed by the Council and the Chairman was asked to 


attempt a synthesis. 


The following article, which has be 
and by the Executive, is not an agreed 
quest of the Executive in order that 
discussed before an agreed statement 
WE have renounced war an 

zvefused to support or 
sanction it This pledge must 
govern our attitude to peace by 
negotiation. 

We have renounced war because its 
methods are inconsistent with some 
higher loyalty, or because we see in 
it the worst of all possible evils, or 
because we believe it to be incapable 
of dealing with the real evil of 
Nazism and are confident that in some 
form of non-violence lies the only 
effective alternative. 


While, therefore, we in no way 
under-rate the hideous evils associated 
with the Nazi regime, we are com- 
mitted for ourselves to the immediate 
cessation of hostilities and the accept- 


tern Front” 


the realities of the European situation. 
A New Situation 


N any case, we doubt whether the 
British people is so near to anger 

as the News Chronicle or the Evening 
Standard believes. I have seen few 
signs of it outside the impatient press. 
The general attitude during the last 
34 months (as far as I have been able 
to observe it) has been one of relief 
that the war had been transferred 
“over there.” No more blitz, thank 
Cod! And Russia is a long way 


away. ; h j 

I hold no brief for this attitude; it 
is parochial and unworthy; but the 
average Briton is simply unable to 
‘think imaginatively in terms of the 
necessities of a modern continental 
war. And a continental war of a kind 
which bids fair to make sea-power and 
the blockade ineffectual is entirely 
beyond his horizon. 

His mind moves (if it moves at all) 
in a world which has ceased to exist: 
a world on which British sea-power 
had a silent and unobtrusive strangle- 
hold. How should he realize that it 
is precisely this stranglehold that 
Germany is resolved to loosen? Or 
that she is determined to establish a 
Europe—-or a German “Lebenstraum” 
—which is independent of British sea- 
power? 

(Centinued on page two) 


en discussed by the four contributors 
document, but is published at the re- 
the issues raised may be more widely 
is attempted. 


ance of such terms as_ persuasion 
without any threat of armed resistance 
could secure, subject only to the possi- 
bility of resistance by non-violent 
methods should such terms be morally 
repugnant. This might involve us in 
accepting temporarily a Nazi occupa- 
tion either because we believed that 
the consequent suffering would be re- 
demptive, or because we thought the 
continuation of the war the worse 
alternative, or because we relied on 
the effectiveness of non-violent resist- 
ance. 


Clearly where the nation as a whole 
is concerned we cannot urge this 
apparent surrender. We can only urge 
our reasons for being ready to accept 
it for ourselves; conversion must pre- 
cede its fruits. 


Do the same considerations apply to 
peace by negotiation or can we urge 
that policy on non-pacifists as an 
immediate political possibility? It 
must be admitted that in the present 
circumstances negotiation in any real 
sense is impossible. The terms offered 
on either side would be merely an 
attempt to use the existing military 
situation and the threat of renewed 
hostilities to exact the largest con- 
cession possible. 


Yet surely any kind of negotiation 
is better than none. It does at least 
offer a chance of escape from the dread 
prospect of a fight to a finish. It may 
well seem that no good peace is likely 
to emerge, but with the continuation 
of the war the prospects of any satis- 
factory peace are steadily deterior- 
ating, a heavy cost in material and in 
human lives is being exacted daily, and 
seeds of bitterness and hate are being 
sown. 

* 


@ URELY, then, there is a case for a 

peace initiative. Why should not 
our Government in consultation with 
the USSR make known to Germany by 
broadeast or otherwise the terms upon 
which it is prepared to negotiate? 
There are, of course, objections to such 
a move from the non-pacifist point of 
view, and we must consider them from 
the same point of view. 


1. The Government having so far 
maintained that nothing but complete 
military victory would be satisfactory, 


any such move might be interpreted 


PEACEFUL REVOLUTION 
IN PANAMA? 


REVOLUTION in Panama! It 
+*% is not the first. Students of the 
history of the Panama Canal have 
eynical memories of revolutions in 
Panama. The latest was true to pat- 
tern. 


The Panamanian Government de- 
cided that merchant ships sailing un- 
der the flag of Panama should not be 
armed. A great many American- 
owned ships sail under that flag to 
nyols the restrictions of the neutrality 
aw. 


Nevertheless the Panama Govern- 
ment bravely stood its ground—it is 
remarkable how this tiny country 
dares to stand up to its great neimh- 


bour when it gets the chance. So 
there had to be a “revolution” in Pan- 
ama! Here is the description of it 
(Times, Oct. 10): 


The Presidential regime of Dr. Arnulfo 
Arias, of Panama, has been peacefully over- 
thrown. by democratic elements led by the 
Minister of Justice, Sen. Adolfo de la 
Guardia... It was Dr. Arias who was re- 
sponsible for the recent Cabinet ruling that 
ships under the Panamanian registry could 
not carry arms in the war-zones His sue- 
cessor is said to favour collaboration with 
the US Governmeni All US soldiers and 
sailors were ordered by their officers last 
night to leave Panama and to return to their 
ports in the canal zone. 


This piece deserves to become class- 
ical. hose “democratic elements”! 


Those US soldiers! 


2d. 


Peace by 


by Germany as a weakening of con- 
fidence. This is a risk which always 
attaches to the first move toward re- 
conciliation. Without a preparedness 
to take it the prosecution to the bitter 
end becomes inevitable. 

2. It would tend to weaken the will 
to victory in the Army and among the 
people. Probably it would, but it 
would undoubtedly weaken it in 
Germany too. Our own Government 
is always anxious to discount Hitler’s 
“ peace offensives ” in advance. 

3. Hitler would never accept the 
terms which we could possibly offer. 
This may be so, but at least we ought, 
to make certain of it. Why not give 
Hitler the opportunity of closing the 
door himself instead of closing it for 
him? The first efforts at negotiation 
are directed to settling the very ques- 
tion which this objection raises. 

4. We cannot trust Hitler. Of 
course we cannot; perhaps’. the 
Germans may find it difficult to trust 
Churchill and Stalin. Must we wait 
for trust all round? Surely the 
sanction of a treaty ultimately rests 
on the fact that it produces a situation 
better than any available alternative. 
Statesmen come and go, and their 
veracity and trustworthiness soon 
become irrelevant. It is our hope that 
any settlement, by its appeal to the 
common man everywhere, will have 
a stability which the signature of the 
most unimpeachable statesman could 
never confer. 


5. It would leave all the evil of 
Nazism unchecked, if not triumphant. 
This is the most difficult issue on 
which to find common ground with 
the non-pacifist. We agree with the 
objection. We believe it applies with 
even greater force to a peace after 
prolonged fighting whether it ends in 
a victory for one side or with a 
stalemate. The end of, the fighting is 
the first condition of a successful at- 
tack on the evil which we both agree 
in hating and which we both desire to 
overcome. 

Peace by negotiation is therefore 
always our policy although not always 
our tactic. We can never retreat 
from it although at any given moment 
it might be unwise to campaign on it. 


* 


AFTER preliminary contacts, by 

broadcast or otherwise, events 
may follow one of three possible 
courses: 


1. The initial talks may offer a real 
hope of solution. We should then 
have to press for an armistice under 
such conditions as would prevent it 
from being used to the military advan- 
tage of either side. 

2. Negotiations might come to a 
deadlock on some economic or political 
issue. We should then have to urge 
that no consideration of imperial 
prestige or economic advantage should 
be allowed to prejudice the acceptance 
of terms otherwise tolerable. 


3. The only terms possible might in- 
volve demands morally repugnant, .as 
for instance the handing over of the 
refugees. In these circumstances we 
eould not urge upon the non-pacifist the 
acceptance of terms which we should 
ourselves repudiate, nor could we urge 
an armed resistance which we have 
ourselves renounced. We should find 
common ground with him in recogniz- 
ing the moral issue on which sur- 
render would be ignoble. We should 
agree with him that the demand must 
be resisted. We should not challenge 
his instinct to resist; we should chal- 
lenge his method of resistance. We 
should return with a new sense of ur- 
gency to the attempt to make our own 
alternative concrete and clear, and by 
pacifist study including non-violence, 
individual and corporate, pacifist edu- 
cation, pacifist service, and pacifist 
living strive to commend it to the con- 
science and intelligence of the eom- 


munity. ALEX woop 
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PHE deporable tragedy of the can- 

celling of the repatriation of 
severely wounded prisoners needs ex- 
amination. First, let us be clear that 
it was Britain which did the cancel- 


ling; and that the British official state- 
ment is a defence of that act. 


The British Government takes its 
stand on Article 68 of the Interna- 
tional Convention, by which “belliger- 
ents will be required to send back to 
their-own country, without regard to 
rank or numbers, prisoners of war who 
are seriously ill or seriously wounded.” 
Since there were 1,200 British pris- 
oners in this category in Germany, as 
against 150 German prisoners in Brit- 
ain, the German Government ex- 
pressed the hope that the British Gov- 
ernment would be receptive toward a 
proposal for the exchange of sick and 
over-age civilian internees. Then the 
German Government asked that any 
available space in hospital ships com- 
ing from Britain should be filled with 
such civilian internees. The British 
Government then “affirmed their 
readiness to agree to the mutual re- 
patriation of women, children and men 
over military age, and as a token of 
their intention would send a first 
batch of some 60 German civilians 
with the sick and wounded prisoners 
of war.” 


* 


So far it would be difficult to judge 
between the parties. The German 
request that, in return for the 1,200 
British prisoners being repatriated, 
the British should send back civilians 
to make up the same number was in- 
trinsically reasonable. But the Brit- 
ish Government wished to abide by 
the letter of the International Conven- 
tion. Now we bclieve we are right 
in saying that the International Con- 
vention was drawn up in the days be- 
fore wholesale civilian internment was 
thought of, and is based on a distine- 
tion between the fighting forces and 
the civilian population whish no longer 
corresvonds to the facts. We should 
have lost nothing by agreeing to the 
German proposal in toto. 


When we rejected it, as we did in 
fact, the Germans retaliated by de- 
claring that they would agree only to 
“a limited exchange on a numerical 
basis.” The British Government was 
probably right in rejecting this pro- 
posal as it stood; but it was wrong 
in saving that they refused “to run 
the risk of being made the victims of 
a flagrant breach of faith on the part 
of the German Government,” when it 
had been committing a real breach of 
faith on its own. 

For the Germans complain that the 
exchange of wireless messages was 
abused by Britain for propaganda 
purposes. Here is the description by 
the Daily Express (Oct. 7) of our 
abuse of it: 

During the two-way radio messages yes- 
terday between the British and German 
Governmenta—the first of their kind between 
two nations at war--the BBC put over the 
smartest piece of propaganda it has ever 
breedeast to the Germun peovle... 

While the Germans filled in the interval 
with music the BBC made the most of the 


aportunity to speak to millions of German 
listening intently for details of the departure 


af the mercy ships. 

The Daily Express goes on to give 
all the vulgar details of this inexcus- 
able breach of common decency. Con- 
trast the two attitudes: the Germans 


What Americans Want 


No Opportunity 


N other words, this is a war in which the 
- time-factor is no longer on the British 
side, as it has been for the last 150 years. 
The whole object of the Germans has been 
to reverse that age-old position. 

And I do not believe that those who talk 
passionately and angrily about the great op- 
portunity which Britain has missed have any 
clear idea of how the opportunity could have 
been taken. ‘‘Reopening the Western front” 
sounds well; but very hollow to those who re- 
member how quickly the Allied forces were 
bundled out of Western Europe. That was 
the end of a chapter; indeed of a whole vol- 
ume. 

But instead of adjusting ourselves to the 
new reality of a Europe outside the orbit of 
our power, we have been encouraged by the 
rhetoric of Mr. Churchill to live in a dream- 
world. We shall begin to emerge from it when 
we realize that the great opportunity offered 
by Russia was no opportunity at all—because 
it was an opportunity of which we were im- 
potent to take advantage. 


Production Problem 


It is admitted that at present, leaving the 
difficulties of transport clean aside, the actual 
combined war-production of Britain and USA 
is still considerably below that of Germany. 
Yet the complaints of the wasteful and un- 
economic use of British man-power grow 
steadily in volume and urgency. And how 
stands it with America? It is difficult to say. 

The actual war-production is still relatively 
low: and an article by the New York corre- 
spondent of The Times (Oct. 6) suggests that 
the financial and industrial problems of Ameri- 
can war-production are becoming acute. Cer- 
tainly it appears to uy that if Britain cannot 
organize its war-production efficiently, it is 
unlikely that the USA—the stronghold of an 
even more uncompromising variety of capital- 
ism-—will be able to do so. 

Mr. Churchill’s picture of Germany in a 
position simultaneously to stand on the de 
fensive in Russia and to launch major offens- 
ives against the Near East and these islands 
is dismissed by Mr. Cummings of the News 
Chronicle as “nonsense.” Nonsense, perhaps, 
in the sense that it is unlikely that Germany 
will do these things: but certainly not non- 
sense in the sense that she has not the material 
capacity to do them. 


American Scene 


A IN instructive picture of the American 
~ politico-economie situation ig given by 
The Times (Oct. 18). Many complain bitterly 
(it says) of the selfish behaviour of organized 
labour in cashing in on a national emergency; 
they find equal fault with the Administration 
for clogging the machinery of defence-pro- 
gramme and clinging stubbornly to experi- 
mental social reforms. 

But the ground of their irritation is not 
that the country is doing less than it might 
to prepare for war, but that it is failing 
to do all that it ought to ensure that it stays 
at peace. 

The idea is still widely prevalent. for all 
that nearly every last fiction of the nation's 
neutrality is being swept away, that America 
can somehow be kept out of war; that what 
she ought ta do is (to put it baldly) to pay. 
to pay whatever may he necessary—always 
in nnything but men--to keep out of war. 

This is not the attitude by any means of 
all of the people. 


REINFORCEMENT 


TPYHERE is a cry everywhere for re- 
=  inforcements—of men, of mun- 
itions, of money. Pacifists, seeing 
these things to be futile to change the 
real situation, to convert ill will into 
good will, suffer from a sense, at times 
hard to endure, of the futility, the 
fatality, the moral irrelevance of all 
this vast holocaust of suffering and 
cruelty, to the real business of mak- 
ing peace and justice. 

Tt is well, and it is often hard to say 
these things to men who see no prac- 
tical alternative, and who back their 
convictions with service, sacrifice, and 
life itself. But is it good enough? 
A Welsh proverb says “It is not good 
if it might be better.” 


* 


Behind men’s policy and morality 
there is a common mentality of con- 
demnation. Vansittart condemns the 
whole German race, from time im- 
memorial, as evil and brutal. Our 
daily press reports all evil and no good 
of our enemies—not even the fact that 
they treat British prisoners decently. 
In the last war the indictments were 
made with devastating evidence or 
erudition in such books as J’accuse. 

But the mentality of condemnation 
did not end there. Because Chamber- 
lain and his government did not fight 
Hitler earlier, a popular pamphlet of 


filling in the silences with music, the 
British using them as opportunities 
for pranaganda. Has the British 
sense of honour ceased to exist? Who 
is the “guttersnipe” now? What 
wonder that the German official state- 
ment concludes: 


We must refuse to allow the exchange of 
wounded prisoners and interned women and 
children to be made a subject of propaganda. 
Negotiations will continue through diplo- 
matie channels. 


A 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY: 


(Continued from page one) 


But obviously the writer thinks it the atti- 
tude of the majority. And rather illogically 
he goes on to deplore that the fact that the 
US is not at war with Hitler enables “the Gov- 
ernment itsef to hold fast to social and eco- 
nomic theories which bring the profit motive, 
that is the spring of all business, into sharp 
and sometimes fatal conflict with the defence- 
motive.” What The Times wants, of course, 
is American big-business to be given a com- 
pletely free-hand but to be in “the shooting 
war.” American big-business wants the free- 
hand, and to be out of the shooting war. 
_There is not much to be said for either at- 
titude. But it is important to remember that 
the “big-business"’ mentality is shared in Am- 
erica by millions of people who have nothing 
to do with big-business at all. The amall 
man there always looks upon himself there as 
2 potential big one. 


The German Army 


HAVE been a little surprised that The 
New Statesman has in two successive 
issues (Oct. il and 18) drawn attention to the 
“democratic” spirit that prevails in the Ger- 
man army today. Probably the spirit of social 
equality would be an apter phrase; for it is 
contrasted with the spirit of caste and snob- 
bery which prevails in the army of the British 
democracy. Mr. David Scott first emphasized 
the contrast; Mr. Tom Paine follows suit by 
quoting this passage from William Shirer’s 
Berlin Diary describing the German army: 


The great guif between officers and men 
is gone in this war. There is a sort of 
equalitarianism. I felt it from the first day 

came into contact. with the army at the 
front. The German officer no longer repre- 
sents—or at least is conscious of represent- 
ing—a clasy or caste. All the men in the 
ranks feel this. They fee! like members of 
one great family. German privates salute 
each other, this making the gesture more of 
a comradely greeting than the mere recog- 
nition of superior rank. In cafes, restaur- 
ants, dining-cars, officers and men off duty 
sit at the same table and converse a8 men 
to men. 


That will be reckoned a social revolution in- 
deed by those who have been witnesses (as I 
once was) of the insolent behaviour of a 
Prussian guards officer in the pre-1914 days. 


What of Democracy ? 


“7 O doubt exactly the same could be said of 
IN the Russian army today. But the point 
is that in the armies of both Russia and Ger- 
many, neither of which make any pretence to 
be “democratic,” this genuine classless com- 
radeship noW prevails: whereas the evidence 
is that in the British army the position has 
positively deteriorated from what it was three 
years ago. 


Quite obviously, we have to rethink the 
reality. Our conceptions of “democracy” are 
obsolete: they are merely the comfortable aura 
with which we surround the caste system of a 
plutocracy. The triumphs of what we too 
easily think of as the German ‘military 
machine” are triumphs of a great peoples’ 
army. And it is 10 be feared that the power 
of this dynamic is too little appreciated. 

Germany has undergone a social revolution. 
So has Russia, no doubt. But it seems to us 
that the question vf comparative relevance 
of those two social revolutions to Europe is 
being decided, against Russia, on the Eastern 


battlefield. 


condemnation is called Guilty Men. 
And those who see in capitalism alone 
the fons et origo malorum, condemn 
Britain for abetting T inland, or 
Franeo, or Mussolini, or Japan, in- 
stead of making war on fascism 
twenty years ago or twenty times 
over. 

Before the last war indeed, this 
mentality of the Papal Bull of con- 
demnation had spread to Protestant- 
ism and to materialism. | This ugly 
surrealism had the reputation of being 
“the plain truth.” Books like Priests 
and People in Ireland, The Perfidious 
Welshman, The Unspeakable Scot, 
The Egregious Englishman, followed 
one another in quick reprisal. 

Heine, after a literary dispute of 
this kind said it reminded him of a 
seene he had witnessed in a Lazar- 
house in Poland, where the patients 
had started quarrelling with one an- 
other. The consumptive jeered at the 
man bloated by dropsy, or disfigured 
by cancer, until at last a fevered 
maniac lept up and tore the sheets 
from them and all was mutilation, 
misery, and madness. 


* 


It is natural that we should be told 
that the present war is between good 
and evil; but after Amritsar, it was 
the British Government that Mr. 
Gandhi described as “a Satanic Gov- 
ernment.” Even that was not the 
whole truth, for the massacre of Gen- 
eral Dyer was intended to prevent an 
outbreak of that mob-violence with 
murder and arson, that had arisen 
from popular condemnation of the 
Government, non-violent in policy 
but often violent in temper and Sat- 
anic in hate. How often since has Mr. 
Gandhi had to fast and confess peni- 

, tance for riot and murder, faction and 
ifeud. of his followers and admirers, 


End of An Era? 


A RECENT leader in The Manchester 
Guardian (Oct. 13) gives food for 
thought. (Incidentally, it was far more 
worthy of the reputation of that great news- 
paper than many of its recent leaders have 
been.) After premising that the war is ‘‘the 
outcome of the moral confusion in which Bu- 
rope had been living ever since the first fail- 
ure of the League,” it goes on to compare it 
with the Thirty Years’ War, for its strange 
combinations of religion and politics. 


The Treaty of Westphalia, which concluded 
the Thirty Years’ War in 1648, was a cyn- 
ical instrument, serving bad and sinister 
interests, but it closed the era of religious 
wars. Louis XIV made an effort to give a 
religious character to his attack on Holland, 
much as Hitler has tried to give a religious 
character to his attack on Russia, but hie 
effort was not very succesaful. The present 
war will leave behind it a pandemonium of 
hatred which is terrifying to the imagination 
...but (the problem) may have something 
of the effect of the Treaty of Westphalia 
and it may close the era of fanatical politics. 


Now, if this means anything—and we he 
lieve it does—it implies that we may expect 
this war to be closed by a peacetreaty thar 
is “‘a cynical instrument, serving bad and sin- 
ister interests,” but which will nevertheless 
open the way to a better future, as did the 
Treaty of Weatphalia. 


Fanaticism 


MEANWHILE, the fanaticiam spreads 
N in Britain. Lord Vansittart’s school- 
boy story of the congenitally evi] German 
has captured the imagination of Mr. 
Brendan Bracken, the new Minister of In- 
formation. In oa recent speech (Times, 
Oct. 9) he declared: 

This war was not directed by Hitler. 
but by the soldiers; Hitler was merely 
the scum on the top of the water. It 
was a historic fact that Prussia was in its 

beginning, is now and ever shall he, a 

nation of warrmongers, and that fact 
should have actuated our foreign policy 
and led to the maintenance of a strong 
army. 

Perhaps Mr. Winant was replying not 
merely to the toast of “Our Friends and 
Allies” but also to Mr. Brackon's headlong 
history when he said that ‘‘in looking out on 
foreign affairs we should have coal heads, clear 
heads, and warm hearts.” 


Army and Party 


T is curious that Mr. Braecken’s notion that 
the German army is the villain of the 
piece is scarcely corroborated by the BBC 
which he now largely controls. On Oct. 8 it 
brondcast an account of the recent negotiationa 
for the repatriation of wounded prisoners, 
which concluded thus: 

Had we been able to negotiate with the 
German High Command, had the decisior 
been left with the Wehrmacht (German 
Army the breakdown would have been 
avoided. 

It was the Nazi Party which had meddled. 
Now it was clear, the statement ended, that 
there never could be an understanding be- 
tween the Nazi Party and Britain “even on a 
question so purely humanitarian as this.” 


by George M. LU. Davies 


and to confess to “Himalayan mis- 
takes” in discretion or discernment. 


This confession of failure even to 
avoid the sins we denounce in others, 
this Lazar-house of madness, expos- 
ing mutilation and misery and disgust- 
ingness under the white sheets of our 
civilizations and organizations of re- 
form or religion, is it part of “the 
purge,” the purgatorial process of our 
discipline through failure, into a dis- 
cipleship through forgiveness? As 
India has shown, no moral exhorta- 
tions, no truthful condemnations, no 
ascetisms or sacrifices, seem sufficient 
to save men from this law of Kharma 
of accusation and attack; even if we 
had done all that was commanded by 
an inexorable conscience, we must still 
confess it unprofitable service, in- 
sufficient to heal ourselves and to con- 
vert our enemies. 


* 


Must friendship and forgiveness re- 
inforce us where duty and discipline 
fail? I believe the Satanic principle 
is not merely in the German Reich, or 
the Soviet regime, or the British Gov- 
ernment, but in the Satanie attitude of 
“J’accuse.” 


There is a searching exposure of 
final attitudes in Christ’s warning to 
Peter of his weakness, cowardice, 
and denial under the jeers and con- 
demnation of the crowd. “S'mon! 
Simon! listen. The accuser asked 
leave to winnow vou like wheat but I 
prayed for you, Simon, that your faith 
should not fail; but when you have 
returned to mé strengthen your breth- 
ren.” The Satanic principle is so 
strong in our world and in ourselves 
that if we confessed our own weak- 
ness, we might be reinforced in our 
quest of liberty, equality, and fratern- 
itv among men. 
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[THE basis of the Peace Pledge 
Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained, is: 


PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


Diek Sheppard House. 
6, Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


MOUNTAINS OR 
MOLEHILLS 


(N. Wales Area) 


HERE is no doubt that as a confer- 
ence the North Wales meeting 
last Saturday at Bangor back-fired. 
This is not to say that it was a fail- 
ure—but that it did not achieve its 
purpose. This purpose should have 
been to find ways and means to get 
every member in touch with, and 
working for, the nearest group or 
region. 

All the ingredients were there for 
a successful conference—50 delegates 
from places as widespread as Wrex- 
ham, Porthmadog, Dolwyddelan, Beth- 
esda, and Conway, and several from 
the Isle of Anglesey. Besides direct 
PPU representatives there were re- 
presentatives of the Welsh Nationalist 
Partv, and of the churches. Added 
to this the conference was blessed 
by both the representatives of Wales 
on the National Council of the PPU. 
Over all Mr. J. P. Davis of Porthma- 
dog presided. And yet the conference 
failed—and the reason in my opinion 
was that I could not speak Welsh! This 
fact more than any other was the 


stumbling block, and became in the | 


evening a barrier to co-operation. 

Watching the faces after tea, while 
Mr. Gwnfor Evans was addressing us 
on the subject of Welsh nationalism 
and the PPU, I saw that it was the 
Welsh language that was the attrac- 
tion. Any further conference was im- 
possible. We were separated by 
impassable barriers of tongue and 
tradition: 

My sympathy is all for preserving 
the culture—and this is, I realize, 
bound up in the language—but if the 
English and Welsh pacifists are to 
“confer” we must be willing to talk 
the same tongue, 

The nationalism of Scotland does 
not prevent this and adds to the value 
of the discussion. It is a question of 
removing this mountainous molehill. 
There is no real difference between us 
in other vital matters. 

North Wales is full of paradoxes 
‘put none more needing resolving than 
this. On the possibility of quick de- , 
cision may rest more than the pres- 
-rvation of Welsh culture. 


EAS!’ ANGLIAN AREA 


TNNHE East Anglian Area Conference 

was held at Ipswich on Saturday, 
October 4. The numbers were small, 
but represented the Cambridge, Nor- 
folk, and Ipswich regions. 

At the first session Dr. Alex Wood 
spoke on PPU policy and after tea 
Percy Boddy, the Area Representative, 
spoke on development. During dis- 
cussibn the matter of finance was 
stressed. There was unanimous en- 


dorsement of the importance of 
development and the nucleus of 
a committee was set up_ straight 


away. It is hoped that a fully con- 
stituted committee will meet in Cam- 
bridge on Saturday, November 1. 


JOHN BARCLAY 


Forthcoming Aren Conferences: 

Saturday, October 18: N. Western Area Con- 
ference, 2.30 p.m., Friends’ Meeting House, 
Keswick. Stuart Morris. 

Devon and Cornwall! Area Conference, 
p-m., Trades and Labour Hall, Exeter. 
Barclay. 


3.30 
John 


Derby.—At a special meeting held on Sept- 
ember 27 plans were made for an interesting 
and varied programme of weekly group meet- 
ings during the coming winter. As an experi- 
ment a public meeting on “‘Food Blockade” is 
to be arranged for November and, if this is 
successtul, further public meetings will be 
held at intervals. Area Development was dis- 
cussed and financial support promised. Sig- 
natories to a petition on “‘Night Bombing” are 
to be obtained. 

Full details of these and other matters will 
shortly be circulated to all known members. 
Any newcomers to the district should write 
for particulars to the new Group Secretary: 
Miss Dawson, 44 Bank View Road, Derby. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


The Treasurer of the Glasgow Region of the 
PPU acknowledges with very great thanks the 
generous donation of £5 sent anonymously on ! 
October 8. 


NON-VIOLENCE AND 


NON-SENSE 


concluded my first article with a question. 
If the general public were willing te con- 
sider a practical programme of pacific re- 
sistance to injustice, could we produce that 
plan? I invited readers to answer that 
question. I promised to contribute what I 
could toward an answer in this article. 

now do so. But I warn you that you may 
find that I am mainly concerned to pull your 
leg about our inability to talk in terms which 
have any meaning at all, and the consequent 
disparity between our grandiose proposals 
on the one hand and our actual preparations 
on the other. 

* 


WE will suppose that an Earnest 
}! Enquirer puts the question to 
a Perfervid Pacifist: 


P.P. “I propose a campaign of passive resist- 
ance.” 

. “Oh, yes. What is that?’ 

- “‘Non-violence.” 

E.E. “What does that do?” 

P.P. “Well, everyone non-cooperates, you see.” 

E.E. ‘‘How dao you non-cooperate with a 
bamber 7” 

P.P. “It’s like this. The bomber doesn’t come 
at all, because when a lot of people do non- 
resistance...” 

E.E. ‘‘Non-resistance? You mean giving in? 
But I thought you were telling me how to 
resist, not how not to resist!” 

P.P. “You see non-resistance is a kind of re- 
sistance.” 

E.E. “How can it pe?” 

P.P. “Look here, you know the sert of thing 
Gandhi's done in India, I suppose? Satya- 
graha, he calls it.” 

E.E. “Oh, starving, and all that?” 

P.P. “That’s right. He tries to reach a state 
of ahimsa.”’ 

E.E. “Look here, I really must be going.” 

P.P. “Oh, damn it man, you've read the Bible. 
You must know what I mean—the power of 
love.” 

FE.E. ‘‘Oh—er, yes, yes, of course.” (He looks 
embarrassed.) 

P.P. “You aim 


a] 


eal 


at conciliation with your 


. “No more appeasement for me, thank 
you.” (He goes.) 


This of course, is a_ deliberate 
parody. But I think if we are 
honest we may recognize if not our- 
selves at least some other member of 
our group! That imaginary dialogue 
is intended to illustrate what I mean 
by “jargon.” 


MISLEADING WORDS 


For purposes of ordinary discussion 
we must get rid of those words which, 
when they are not meaningless, are 
directly misleading. We talk of “non- 
yesistance,” “non-violence,” “non-co- 
operation.” We are surprised that 
people say pacifism is negative in out- 
look. Militarists rarely describe war 
as “non-lovingkindness.” 

“Passive resistance” is no better. 
It has a flavour of cow-like inertia. 
Satyagraha and ahimsa are abraca- 
dabra. Love, as Mr. Propter proves 
conclusively in Huxley’s After Many 
a Summer, is now one of the most 
disastrous portmanteau words in the 
English language. Conciliation is 


UNION 


Union Now with Britain, Clarence K. 
Streit.—Cape 7s. 6d. 

One Anglo-American Nation (The 
Foundation of Anglosaxony as basis 
of World Federation. A British 
Response to Streit). George Cat- 
lin.—Dakers 3s. 6d. 


WV HAT will pacifists think of these 
x two thoroughly optimistic and 
immensely enthusiastic writers? They 
both have wide knowledge and long 


‘practical experience of high polities 


in many countries. They both advo- 
cate Federal Union now between the 
USA and the British Empire: Prof. 
Catlin with a certain moderation, as 
befits a citizen of an Empire sorely 
beset; Streit with a fervency and pre- 
cision breath-taking even in an 
American. 

What do they think of pacifists? 
Sad to say, neither expects them to 
be sympathetic. Prof, Catlin is par- 
ticularly sensitive on this point, care- 
fully calling himself a war-abolition- 
ist. 

But ought not pacifists to welcome 
any activity of the mind which aims 
at uniting men at a time when war is 
increasingly dividing them? In Cat- 
lin especially there is a touching sense 
of the great tradition of freedom and 
culture which we have in common 
with America, and of the tragedy im- 
plied in the American War of Inde- 
pendence. If you feel lost in the 
flood that is bearing us all away, this 
is certainly a possible log to cling to. 

But the Federal Union log is not an 


| easy one to get hold of. These books 


———— ROY WALKER’S 
second article in his series 
on “The Strategy of Good 

Will.” 


understood to mean appeasement on 
the Munich pattern. 

Some of these terms can be safely 
used on some occasions. One or two 
should be given specific connotations, 
as Shridharani suggests in War With- 
out Violence, and in this form they 
may serve to aid discussion among 
pacifists. 

But, broadly speaking» my advice 
is—throw the whole lot out of the 
window once and for all. 


I wish I could at once pass on to 
more positive discussion. But there 
is one more obstacle which I think it 
necessary to remove before I can do 
so. 


It has always seemed to me desir- 
able that the simple ideas of plain 
people should be simply stated in 
plain language. But these simple 
conceptions, which are the currency 
of ordinary discussion, are not ex- 
hausted by these descriptions. There 
is a lot more to be found out about 
them and the new light thrown by 
specialists will slowly, slightly, but 
continually modify and clarify the 
current idea. 

People had no difficulty in recog- 
nizing a man as such before Darwin, 
Marx, and Freud. Most of us still 
have no difficulty (except Mr. Bevin 
who sees mainly robots) but our idea 
of what we see when we see a man 
is a fuller and, we hope, more accur- 
ate idea. All this is simply a long 
way of saying that specialists are very 
necessary, and a good thing if they 
ean be rightly used, 

BEWARE TECHNICALITIES! 


Now the specialists have simply 
leapt on the idea of pacifist method 
with a whoop. It has been described 
as a psychological technique, with 
copious references to Freud, Jung, and 
the also-rans. It has been discussed 
as mystical experience. It has been 
massaged into a philosophy and tri- 
umphantly exhibited by the moralist 
as 2a way of living. AII very good as 
far as it goes. 

If you are familiar with modern 
psychology, or the literature and ex- 
periences of mysticism, if you are well 
read in philosophy or ethics, some 
part of this pioneer work may be of 
great service to you. If you are a 
near-superman and know a good deal 
about psychology, mysticism, philos- 
ophy, and ethics, you may handle the 
whole lot and get it into a working 


for American 


Objector 


THE maximum sentence of five 

years was imposed on Merritt 
Garst, 22-year-old conscientious ob- 
jector, in Philadelphia, USA, in June, 
for refusal to register. 


An outspoken ten-minute speech 
by the objector enraged the judge, ac- 
cording to a report in The Conscien- 
tious Objector for August-September, 
which has just reached us. : 

Besides urging unwilling conscripts 
to “lay down their arms and return 
home,” Garst said: 

. Conscription is not the will of the people. 

it is, rather, the will of a small group of im- 

perialistic, totalitarian-minded politicians 

and industrialists, anxious to obtain for them- 
selves the benefits of an enslaved citizenry 


and rigid comtrolg over the channels of pro- 
ductiom and eonsumption. 


The priseus wil! mot hold us all; our peace- 
ful revolutien will be accomplished, and we 
may yet returm to a government of the 
people, by the people, and for the people. 
The judge accused the prisoner of 

having “committed a blasphemy on 
the great American who spoke the last 
words you use in your statement.” 


Mrs. Garst. asked by a reporter for 
comment on her husband’s severe sen- 
tence, replied: “Nothing. Except that 
that it’s worth it.” 


The same judge had previously sen- 
tenced another CO, whom he described 
as “just plain scum,” to a year and a 
day’s imprisonment for the 
offence. 


The Conscientious Objector, pub- 
lished bi-monthly by the War Resist- 
ers’ League, the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation (New York section): and the 
Peace and Service Committee of the 
New York Monthly Meeting of Friends 
also reports that up to mid-July out of 
100 appeal cases the applicant had 
been upheld in 70 per cent. Advance 
estimates of the number of COs were 
40,000, “‘but it is now clear this figure 
will have to be revised upward.” 


same 


5 Years’ Jail 


pattern. Most of us would be wise 
to tread warily here. Too many of 
us have a sort of Irish stew of these 
technicalities which confuses our own 
thinking and bewilders the unfortuate 
subjects of our tortuous efforts at 
persuasion. 

So my advice on these technical 
studies, so far as general discussion is 
concerned, is—when in doubt, don’t. 
And a little more doubt in the PPU 
would be salutary. 


WITH THE U.S.A.? 


are written in a highly abstract, le- 
galistic language, and make many 
unstated assumptions. They contain 
no calm collected examination of the 
causes of war. 

Their appeals to history are most 
superficial. Streit even claims that 
his original Union, if it had been 
adopted at once, would have kept 
America out of this war, and could 
have been achieved without any costly 
change. Nothing in the history of 
any federation bears this out. They 
have all been brought about in and 
through violent revolution. 


Neither writer sees any serious 
faults in Federal Union. They would 
have been wiser to invent some. 
They would both do well to study what 
Dick Sheppard wrote on the Ameri- 
can Civil War in We Say ‘No.’ 


FATAL FASCINATION? 


More astonishing still, neither book 
really faces what I will call for short 
the German Question. Neither an- 
ticipates the present Russian war. 
Both are too fascinated by the enor- 
mous power The Union would have. 
Both assume it will achieve victory. 
Neither really fear that victory would 
be abused. 

By an extraordinary error, Prof. 
Catlin, after quoting the Duke of 
Wellington as opposed to humiliating 
France in 1815 (p. 66), adds that he 
had as his reward “peace in Western 
Europe until 1870.” Has peace be- 
come so relative a term that it can be 
taken to cover the French and all 
the Italian and German revdlutions in 


1848, besides the subsequent wars of 
unification—not to mention the con- 
tinuous persecution of progressively 
minded professors in all those coun- 
tries? 

Perhaps nothing better could have 
been expected of the Congress of 
Vienna. We shall indeed be fortunate 
if nothing wors ecomes of this war. 
Does Prof. Catlin suppose that “de- 
fence’ aercdeomee in Seandinavia 
‘py. 65), will be less humiliating to 
Germans than armies ot occupation? 
We shall all know what bombing 
squadrons are for after this war! 


EASIER INTERCOURSE 


But if these books seem superficial, 
they cannot be dismissed as unimpor- 
tant. 

For example, Prof. Catlin is partic- 
ularly irritated by Customs barriers, 
luggage examination etc. A minor 
matter, you say. But no passports 
and a common coinage would make 
personal intercourse between people 
of different countries very much 
easier. 

The Roman Empire was not an in- 
stitution of which pacifists approve, 
but at least it allowed St. Paul to 
carry the Gospel of peace to countries 
from which he would now almost cer- 
tainly be deported as an undesirable 
alien. Perhaps Federal Union could 
provide an opportunity for building a 
truly peaceful world; but do not lef 
us be deceived into thinking that in 
itself it could ensure peace. 

STEPHEN USHERWOOD 


Both books can be borrowed from the PPU 
Library, 1d. per week, postage extra. 
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HOLTON BECKERING 

DEDICATION SERVICE 
I? e not easy to ieee Aa ty SI wore 
vest Festival and Dedication Servied 


held at Holton Beckering on Sunday, 
September 28, 


About 150 people were gathered in 
the granary~—a spacious building dom- 
inating the stackyard at The Laurels 
Farm. At one end stood the sacks of 
corn which the men of Holton Becker- 
ing had harvested. The autumn sun 
streaming through the windows turned 
the harvest decorations into brilliant 
splashes of colour. It is a long time 
since a service moved me so pro- 
foundly. The singing, led by the 
lovely tenor voice of John Brocklesby, 
was beautiful. 


The service was conducted by Henry 
Carter, and the two lessons gained 
new meaning as the old words were 
read by John Middleton Murry. 

When we sang the lovely words of 
Blake’s “Jerusalem” for some of us 
there was a vivid memory of the little 
churchyard at Langham where, three 
months before, we stood round Max 
Plowman’s grave. As Henry Carter 
recalled Max’s work for the COs was 
it only imagination which saw him in 
the barn on that autumn morming? 
The vivid blue eyes lighting up the 
lovely features, under the thick black 
curling hair. The red scarf tucked 
loosely into the corduroy coat. Where- 
ever he was, quite simply, we knew 
that Max was enjoying that service. 


* * * 


The purpose of the dedication, and 
the great hope for the future were 
expressed by Henry Carter in a deep- 
ly stirring address. 

It was the reality of the scene that 
gripped the imagination. There we 
were gathered together right at the 
heart of the thing—this thing that 
Max Plowman had dreamed of, that 
John Middleton Murry and Henry 
Carter and others had worked so hard 
to bring into being. Just a Lincoln- 
shire farm, two farms, of over 600 
acres, but at that moment I knew be- 
yond any shadow of doubt, that it 
stood for something of tremendous 
importance. Something far beyond 
the immediate need of providing the 
young CO with training for commun- 
ity living on the land. Something of 
even greater significance than a new 
and profound reverence for the soil. 
Those 600-odd acres of arable and 
pasture land, lying so peacefully in 
the sunshine, tilled and harvested by 
the men of Holton Beckering stood for 
something one can only dimly grope 
one’s way toward—the beginnings of 
the new order amid the death agonies 
of the old decaying world. 

MARY GAMBLE 


Youth Club’s Needs.—John H. Lee, a PPU 
member who ia club leader at Deptford Social 
Service Centre, writes: ‘‘We badly need a 
radioegram for dancing—also old football 
boots for the boys—these are very hard to 
come by. Gym. equipment of any sort would 
be very welcome, as also would books to start 
a elub library (Penguina would do), ehildren’s 
games and toys of every description, gramo- 
phone records, clothes of all kinds and old 
poote and shoes (we also run a boot-repairing 
service) .” 

The clubs cater for about 100 children from 
2 to 18, and about 150 from 18 to 20, each 
section meeting twice a week. The Centre is 
at the Congregational Church, Deptford High 
Stree, S.E.8. 
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LETTERS TO 


Political Red Herrings 


ANY of your correspondents appear in 

danger of doing what many religious 

organizations have done—endeavour to describe 
as Christianity what is only Churchianity. 

In classifying pacifists with whom I have 
conferred during the past 30 years I should 
divide them into three groups: (a) passive 
pacifists; (b) war resisters; and (c) a very 
few, active pacifists. I see no grounds for 
discrediting one or the others. 

When, however, we have to relate them to 
the social and economic systéms known 
eapitalism, national secialism, fascism, 
communism, we have to be very careful. 

Pacifism is not a doctrine of economics. It 
is, I suggest, more correct to describe it as a 
philosophy or ag a mental attitude toward life 
which (from the pacifist standpoint) should 
colour and dominate everything else in the 
affairs and relationships of mankind. 

A pacifist of any of the above groups might 
reasonably believe in the virtues of either 
British capitalism, German nazism, or of It- 
alian fascism, even although on a deeper gtudy 


eo 

Keeping It Up 

It is immensely heartening to real- 
ize that, in spite of the new demand 
made by Headquarters fund, the con- 
tributions to the Fighting Fund for 
Peace News have not been affected. 
Donations for the past week amounted 
to £37 4s. 6d., making the total to date 
£2,693 4s. 83d. The third thousand is 
in sight. 


News of C.Os. 


TE. RNEST FINDLATER, a young 
44 Methodist of Sevenoaks, refused 
on conscientious grounds to comply 
with a condition imposed by the Ful- 
ham Tribunal in November, 1939, re- 
quiring him to do work in agriculture. 
An appeal against this was dismissed 

On June 20, 1941, he was recalled 
to the Fulham Tribunal for refusing 
to comply with the condition and reg- 
istered for full military service. On 
August 7, Mr. Glenvil Hall asked a 
question in the House as to the legal- 
ity of the decision. 

The Appellate Tribunal (London 
First Division) has now held that the 
decision is quite illegal, though Ernest 
Findlater was on the facts registered 
for non-combatant duties. 

Ill-treatment alleged.—A full state- 
ment regarding a Tottenham CO, re- 
fused exemption by the tribunal, who 
is stated to nave been forcibly dressed 
in uniform and assaulted at a unit of 
the Pioneer Corps outside a Midland 
town, has been placed before the War 
Office by Fred Messer, MP. The CO 
is understood to be a PPU member, 

More Compulsory Civil Defence? — 
The question of applying the Civil 
Defence Duties (Compulsory Enrol- 
ment) Order to the Civil Defence ser- 
vices is under consideration, Mr. Att- 
lee told the Commons last week. This 
is taken to mean that registration is 
now being considered for part-time 
civil defence duties other than fire- 
fighting. 

On Tuesday the Daily Mail’s Politi- 
cal Correspondent reported that “men 
between 18 and 60 may have to do 
compulsory service as part-time war- 
dens or first -aid workers,” to fill gaps 
caused by the numbers of part-time 
workers called to the Forces. The 
Daily Telegraph, in a similar report, 
added that “compulsory service for 
women is almost certain to come in the 
future.” 

The Central Board for COs has in- 
quired of the Ministry of Home Secur- 
ity as to whether the duties will be 
extended under the existing registra- 
tion or whether new registrations will 
be held, but no information is yet 
available. 


Refused “Medical.".—W. G. D. Halse, of 
Pendleton, received a ten-months’ sentence at 
Salford City police court last Thursday for re- 
fusing to obey an order for medical examin- 
ation. 


For Group discussion : 


THE ATLANTIC 
DECLARATION 


A cautionary examination 
of the Churchill-Roosevelt 
EIGHT POINTS 


ONE PENNY (post free 2d.) 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


he might question the qualities of either. 
Equally, he might find much to support in 
present-day Soviet communism. 

If, however, any wholehearted communist 
suggested to me today that communism (as 
represented by the USSR and its leaders) is 
an expression of pacifism, I should conclade 
that either he does not understand the ele- 
mentary principles of pacifism or that he is 
trying to divorce me from my own philosophy. 

I regard pacifism as something definitely 
superior to any of the mentioned political 
ideologies. That so far it has failed to im- 
press the minds of the majority ig no reason 
for abandoning my faith that one day it will 
influence the whole of our life on this planet. 
These political doctrines are still in their 
swaddiing clothes. Even amongst the intelli- 
gentsia they were scarcely heard of 25 years 
ago. I regard them all as being merely ephe- 
meral—as inevitable rebellions against the 
elder world system known as capitalism which 
today is in a state of rapid and predicted dis- 
integration. 

Recent events convince me that pacifists who 
desire to be active as such are well advised 
to avoid fabels and political prejudices of ali 
kinds, and to confine themselves to the study 
and teaching of pacifism in a purer form. 
Today I think they need a form of society or 
association which will develop a heavier ham- 
mer than they have possessed in the past with 
which to kil! the devil of war, and al) the evils 
that precede and succeed it. In a movement 
more precisely devoted to this purpose active 
pacifists would find plenty to do without per- 
petually engaging in internal mental struggles 
between the adherents of contemporary schools 
of political thought. At present, these “isms” 
merely serve as red herrings across the legiti- 
mate trail of the pacifist cause. 

There are frequent expressions of this purer 
and active pacifist philosophy in the columns 
of Peace News. I seriously question whether 
it is possible to function within the Peace 
Pledge Union, which is too much a mixture of 
passive pacifists, war resisters, and commun- 
ists who appear ready to discard their pledges 
now that the USSR is engaged in war. 

That the world will ultimately adopt the 
principles of pacifism remains the faith of the 
few wha would be active but who decline to 


be side-tracked. 
D. F. POTTER 
118 Springfield Rd., Brighton. 
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PEACE AIMS 
The Sheffield Groups of the PPU and 
the FoR have set up a Joint Commis- 
sion on the question of “Peace Aims.” 
This commission has now started 
sitting and would be very grateful for 
suggestions of books, pamphlets, and 
other matter which readers think will 

be of use in such a study. 
JIM LE NOURY 

(Convenor) 
18 Oakholme Rd., Sheffield, 10. 


NEW ANGLES ON 
THE SUBJECT 


“WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A 
CHRISTIAN” 

“This is the first of a new series 
of mid-week religious talks. The 
title is self-explanatory, and each 
talk will have a speaker from one 
of the many wartime occupations. 
These broadcasters will each ex- 
amine the subject from his own 
particular outlook. Forthcom- 
ing speakers will include a worker 
in a torpedo factory, a housewife 
with serving sons, and a Spitfire 
pilot.” —Radio Times, Oct. 3. 


Make Peace 


— IRISH 
Now PRIMATE 


CARDINAL MacRory, Irish Primate, 

speaking at Maynooth College on 
Oct. 14 said that after two years of 
war there was still an incomparably 
better chance of a just peace than if 
the war was fought until it ended in 
a victory on one side or possibly stale- 
mate. 

Statesmen on both sides must know 
that there was no chance of a just 
peace when one side was victorious 
and the other beaten so that it would 
be “woe to the vanquished.” 

“The question is,” he continued, ‘‘why they 
do not try to negotiate the peace now. I am 
ppeaking of both sides. I have no interest in 
either side. I am speaking as a Bishop, 
anxious for the welfare of the people. If 
there is no chance of a just peace at the end 
of a long war, why do statesmen not try now 
to make a just peace? I can only see one 
answer to the question, and it is that on each 
side it is not a just peace that is wanted but 
a victory for itself, the destruction or practical 
annihilation of its opponents.” 


FOOD SHIP SAILS 


The Turkish steamer Kurtulush, 
carrying foodstuffs to Greece, left last 
night on her first trip to the Piraeus. 
A delegate of the Turkish Red Cres- 
cent who will supervise the distribu- 
tion of the foodstuffs travelled on 
board the vessel. a 

So states The Times (Oct. 14). Per- 
haps it is pertinent to remember that 
last_week it was reported that the 
RAF heavily bombed all the quays of 
the Piraeus. 
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ACCOMMODATION 


C.O. and wife need cheap rooms near Cam- 


serwell, some board.—Lawton, 36 Bexton Rd. 
‘nutsford. , 


FOR ALL properties to be let or said in 
¥.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyora. 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 98 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
reauirements of nacifista ~ 

NEW FOREST. Accommodation and kit- 
chen garden offered C.0. and wife return for 
gardening.—Leonard, Godshill, Fordingbridge. 

ROOM for peace-makers at 77 St. James’. 
ae Sutton.—Apply Dorothy Vickers. Vig. 


YOUNG C.O. (joiner) would appreciate offer 
of home. Give services. Drive car.—Box 959 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 
LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive and individual gifts, eor- 
reapondence lessona 65s. each (Also smal} 
tlasses le. 6d. each). Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARRIER Cyclea for tradeamen, carriage 
paid, all complete, thus ready to use. £7 198. 
—Harria Cycle Co., Coventry. 


| LAND & COMMUNITY 

C.0., 25, seeks farm work; 9 months’ experi” 
ence. Suasex or adjoining counties preferred. 
—Write Box 960, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

GIRL, 26, wanted to help on farm in Devon, 
indoor and out, fairly heavy work.—-Lake. 
Edgeworthy, ur. Tiverton. > 

LAND COMMUNITIES. Are your premises 
too large? Small group of pacifista would 
rent convertible out-buildings and some land. 
More 166 Stanway Rd., Shirley, Warwick- 

ire. 

TRACTOR PLOUGHMAN required. Might 
teach unskilled driver. Intelligent, keen, 
hardy. Good wages when proficient. C.0. em- 
ployers. Warwickshire._Box 961. Peace News 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

TWO MEN REQUIRED, pacifist community. 
Land work available at £38 per week. Also 
girl helper to receive keep and 10a. weekly.—- 
Detalla fram Nerrie, 
‘Weston Pavel, Northam 


pton. 


“Minside,” Booth Rd., N.4., 
CKfford Printing Co., (T-U.), Landon, N.16. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


LITERATURE &e. 
QUAKERISM. Information and Itterature 
reapecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on appliea- 
cion to the Friends’ Home Service Commitres. 
Friends House Euston Road London N W.! 


MEETINGS, &c. 
ALL P.P.U. MEMBERS are asked to attend 
North-East Area Conference, Saturday, Oct- 
ober 25, at 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Speaker: Stuart 


Morris. Theosophical Hall, Barras Bridge, 
Newcastle. 

BOURNEMOUTH this weekend. P.P.U. 
meeting, Sunday, Oct. 19, at 8 p.m. Friends” 


Meeting House, Avenue Road. Speaker: Misa 
Ethel Comber (F.o.R.). Questions invited. 
GLASGOW. A series of meetings on “The 
Atlantic Charter.” Oct. 25: “The Inadequacy 
of the Eight Points.” Speaker W. H. Marwick. 
(Central Halls, Bath St., 3 p.m.) Nov 16: 
The Socialist Basis of Peace.” Speaker, Tom 
Taylor. (Central Halla, Bath St., 3  p.m.). 
Dec. 20: ‘The Christian Basia of Peace.” 
Speaker, Prof. G. H. C. McGregor. (Christian 
Institute, Bothwell St., 3 p.m.) Sponsored by 
the Society of Friends, F.a.R., and P.P.U. 
_ WEST LONDON REGION: second discus- 
sion-meeting. 20 Rivercourt Road, Hammer- 
smith. Sunday, Oct. 19, 3.30. F. A. Ridley: 
“Marxism! and Historical Materialism.” 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

DOMESTIC HELPERS (female) energetic, 
required for farm colony for evacuee children, 
Lincolnshire. Must be keen on this interest- 
ing work. Maintenance, small salary.—Inter- 
national Commission, 10 Woburn Square, 
W.C.1. 

ROUNDSMAN, exempt military service, re 
quired immediately by grocer, North Devon. 
Live in with pacifist family. Small wage and 
chance of commission. Experience preferred 
but not essential. Must be able to drive car. 
Box 950, Peace News, 8 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 

WANTED URGENTLY, two, man and wife 
or two men C.Q.s to help in small private 
hotel, one interested in cooking. Sympathetic 
atmosphere.—Apply Bigland, Tudor House, 
Tewkesbury. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

LABOUR _PARTY pacifists should com- 
municate with Sybil Morrison, Organizing 
Secretary, Labour Pacifist Fellowship, Redcap. 
Greenstreet Green, Farnborough, Kent. 

_ VOCALIST, young tenor, pacifist. seeks au- 
dition for vocal work. Experienced eoneert 
platform, concert party, amateur musical com- 
edy. Welcome any proposition.—For particulars 
Rape Box 962, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., 


WORKING PARTY has children’s garments 
in hand: will group leaders who know ef 
C.0.s’ families in need, write, strictly confi- 
dentually, to Walton, Station Rd., West Hag- 
ley, Stourbridge, Worcs. 
a nmmmmnmamandd 
Published from 4 Blackstock Rd., 
by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by 
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